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Preface

When this compilation was produced, it was not intended for
general circulation. It was designed to assist church administrators
and other ministers in their efforts to maintain high moral standards
in the church, balancing mercy with justice in dealing with members
involved in questionable or immoral conduct. However, the book
has proved so helpful, and the demand for it so widespread, that it is
now being made generally available as part of the Christian Home
Library series.

Readers will note that many of the letters in this volume were
addressed to errant ministerial laborers. Since Ellen White corre-
sponded largely with ministers and other gospel workers, this should
come as no surprise. However, in spite of the faults and sins of those
to whom she wrote, Ellen White had great confidence in the ministry
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. At the age of 85 she sent two
messages to be read to the General Conference session of 1913. In
the first message she assured the delegates,

“While I still feel the deepest anxiety over the atti-
tude that some are taking toward important measures
connected with the development of the cause of God in
the earth, yet I have strong faith in the workers through-
out the field, and believe that as they meet together
and humble themselves before the Lord and consecrate
themselves anew to His service, they will be enabled to
do His will.”—Selected Messages 2:401, 402.

In her second and final message to the conference Ellen White
declared:

“When in the night season I am unable to sleep, I lift
my heart in prayer to God, and He strengthens me and
gives me the assurance that He is with His ministering
servants in the home field and in distant lands. T am
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encouraged and blessed as I realize that the God of Israel
is still guiding His people, and that He will continue
to be with them, even to the end.”—Selected Messages
2:406.

These expressions of confidence make clear that the moral prob-
lems dealt with in the letters quoted in this volume were not general
or widespread. Nevertheless, since contemporary moral problems
are similar to those of past decades, we believe that many letters
written by Ellen White a century ago contain warnings and appeals
that need to be heard today. Concerning the use of her letters, Ellen
White said:

“I am endeavoring by the help of God to write letters
that will be a help, not merely to those to whom they are
addressed, but to many others who need them.”—Letter

79, 1905.

The present compilation is not designed to serve as a manual of
rules for dealing with immorality, infidelity, or unscriptural divorce
and remarriage. No manual could cover every possible moral irregu-
larity. When W. C. White was asked for an authoritative statement
from his mother that would serve as a standard by which to settle all
cases of unscriptural marriage, he replied:

“After reading the documents I sent you today, you
will say, well, he has not given me anything authorita-
tive from Sister White that directly answers the question.
But I think you will see from what I am sending you
that it was Sister White’s intention that there should not
go forth from her pen anything that could be used as a
law or a rule dealing with these questions of marriage,
divorce, remarriage, and adultery. She felt that the dif-
ferent cases where the devil had led men into serious
entanglements were so varied and so serious, that should
she write anything that could be considered as a rule
for settling such cases, it would be misunderstood and
misused.”—W. C. White to C. P. Bollman, January 6,
1931.
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We concur fully with Ellen White’s view. Moral problems are
complex. No two situations are exactly alike. Each will require
careful study; and although the differences may be minor, each
situation will require its own solution. The Holy Spirit will always
be needed as a divine Guide and Counselor to help those who are
grappling with moral problems.

All given names in this book are genuine, but, in the various
problem cases cited, letters of the alphabet have been substituted for
the surname. All chapter titles and sub-headings have been supplied.

It is our hope and prayer that in the hands of an ever-learning and
truly caring church, the materials in this compilation will contribute
to the elevation of moral standards in the church, and at the same
time provide comfort, encouragement, and hope for those whose
complex moral problems seem beyond human solution.

The Trustees of the

Ellen G. White Estate
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Chapter 1—Important Facts and Principles

God’s Original Design—God celebrated the first marriage.
Thus the institution has for its originator the Creator of the uni-
verse. “Marriage is honorable”; it was one of the first gifts of God
to man, and it is one of the two institutions that, after the fall, Adam
brought with him beyond the gates of Paradise. When the divine
principles are recognized and obeyed in this relation, marriage is a
blessing; it guards the purity and happiness of the race, it provides
for man’s social needs, it elevates the physical, the intellectual, and
the moral nature.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 46.

Approved by God Today [In 1885 Ellen White stated, “In this
age of the world, as the scenes of earth’s history are soon to close
and we are about to enter upon the time of trouble such as never
was, the fewer the marriages contracted, the better for all, both
men and women.”—Testimonies for the Church 5:366. Obviously,
she believed that the end of the world was imminent. But Christ’s
return has been delayed. In 1901 Ellen White wrote, “We may
have to remain here in this world because of insubordination many
more years.” She continued giving counsel on marital relationships
throughout her lifetime.]—There is in itself no sin in eating and
drinking, or in marrying and giving in marriage. It was lawful to
marry in the time of Noah, and it is lawful to marry now, if that which
is lawful is properly treated, and not carried to sinful excess.—The
Review and Herald, September 25, 1888.

In regard to marriage, I would say, Read the Word of God. Even
in this time, the last days of this world’s history, marriages take place
among Seventh-day Adventists....

We have, as a people, never forbidden marriage, except in cases
where there were obvious reasons that marriage would be misery to
both parties. And even then, we have only advised and counseled.—
Letter 60, 1900.
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A Preparation for Heaven—Let them remember that the home
on earth is to be a symbol of and a preparation for the home in
heaven.—The Ministry of Healing, 363.

God wants the home to be the happiest place on earth, the very
symbol of the home in heaven. Bearing the marriage responsibilities
in the home, linking their interests with Jesus Christ, leaning upon
His arm and His assurance, husband and wife may share a happiness
in this union that angels of God commend.—The Adventist Home,
102.

A Lifelong Union—Marriage, a union for life, is a symbol of the
union between Christ and His church.—Testimonies for the Church
7:46.

In the youthful mind marriage is clothed with romance, and it is
difficult to divest it of this feature, with which imagination covers it,
and to impress the mind with a sense of the weighty responsibilities
involved in the marriage vow. This vow links the destinies of the two
individuals with bonds which naught but the hand of death should
sever.

Every marriage engagement should be carefully considered, for
marriage is a step taken for life. Both the man and the woman should
carefully consider whether they can cleave to each other through the
vicissitudes of life as long as they both shall live.—The Adventist
Home, 340.

From an Elevated Standpoint—Those professing to be Chris-
tians should not enter the marriage relation until the matter has been
carefully and prayerfully considered from an elevated standpoint,
to see if God can be glorified by the union. Then they should duly
consider the result of every privilege of the marriage relation, and
sanctified principle should be the basis of every action.—The Review
and Herald, September 19, 1899.

Examine carefully to see if your married life would be happy
or inharmonious and wretched. Let the questions be raised, Will
this union help me heavenward? Will it increase my love for God?
And will it enlarge my sphere of usefulness in this life? If these
reflections present no drawback, then in the fear of God move for-
ward.—Fundamentals of Christian Education, 104, 105.

All in the Name of the Lord Jesus—One about to marry a wife
should stop to consider candidly why he takes this step. Is his wife to

[15]
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be his helper, his companion, his equal, or will he pursue toward her
such a course that she cannot have an eye single to the glory of God?
Will he venture to give loose rein to his passions and see how much
care and taxation he can subject his wife to without extinguishing
life, or will he study the meaning of the words, “Whatsoever ye do,
in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus”?—Manuscript
152, 1899.

The Necessity of Careful Preparation—Before assuming the
responsibilities involved in marriage, young men and young women
should have such an experience in practical life as will prepare
them for its duties and its burdens. Early marriages are not to be
encouraged. A relation so important as marriage and so far-reaching
in its results should not be entered upon hastily, without sufficient
preparation, and before the mental and physical powers are well
developed.—The Ministry of Healing, 358.

My dear Emma,

[Written June 27, 1869, to Emma Mcdearmon, who was 21 when
she married Ellen White’s son, Edson, on his 21st birthday, July
28, 1870. Emma was born on November 16, 1848. Ellen White’s
son, William C. White, was 21 when he married Mary Kelsy, who
was not quite 19.] There is not a person I could take to my heart
as heartily as yourself. Yet I advise you ... to ... Move cautiously,
weigh every move. You are making a move which will be lasting.
Therefore do not move hastily. Do not get entirely swallowed up in
this one matter, marriage.—Letter 7, 1869.

Consultation With God—The words of Christ should ever be
borne in mind: “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in
the days of the Son of man.” They married wives, they were given in
marriage until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood
came and destroyed them all. We see the same infatuation in regard
to marriage. Youth, and even men and women, who ought to be
wise and discerning, act as if bewitched upon this question. Satanic
power seems to take possession of them. Courtship and marriage is
the all-absorbing theme. The most indiscreet marriages are formed.
God is not consulted. Human feelings, desires, and passions bear
down everything before them, until the die is cast. Untold misery
is the result of this state of things, and God is dishonored. The
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marriage bed is not sanctified or holy. Shall there not be a decided
change in reference to this important matter?—Letter 6a, 1890.

With Believers Only—The wife of Lot was a selfish, irreligious
woman, and her influence was exerted to separate her husband from
Abraham. But for her, Lot would not have remained in Sodom,
deprived of the counsel of the wise, God-fearing patriarch. The
influence of his wife and the associations of that wicked city would
have led him to apostatize from God had it not been for the faithful
instruction he had early received from Abraham. The marriage of
Lot and his choice of Sodom for a home were the first links in a
chain of events fraught with evil to the world for many generations.

No one who fears God can without danger connect himself with
one who fears Him not. “Can two walk together, except they be
agreed?” (Amos 3:3). The happiness and prosperity of the mar-
riage relation depend upon the unity of the parties; but between the
believer and the unbeliever there is a radical difference of tastes,
inclinations, and purposes. They are serving two masters, between
whom there can be no concord. However pure and correct one’s prin-
ciples may be, the influence of an unbelieving companion will have a
tendency to lead away from God.... The marriage of Christians with
the ungodly is forbidden in the Bible. The Lord’s direction is, “Be
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” 2 Corinthians
6:14, 17, 18.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 174, 175.

Let not unholy bonds be formed between the children of God and
the friends of the world. Let there not be marriages made between
believers and unbelievers. Let the people of God take their stand
firmly for truth and righteousness.—The Review and Herald, July
31, 1894.

Great care should be taken by Christian youth in the formation
of friendships and in the choice of companions. Take heed, lest what
you now think to be pure gold turns out to be base metal. Worldly
associations tend to place obstructions in the way of your service to
God, and many souls are ruined by unhappy unions, either business
or matrimonial, with those who can never elevate or ennoble. Never
should God’s people venture upon forbidden ground. Marriage
between believers and unbelievers is forbidden by God. But too
often the unconverted heart follows its own desires, and marriages
unsanctioned by God are formed. Because of this, many men and

[17]
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women are without hope and without God in the world. Their noble
aspirations are dead; by a chain of circumstances they are held in
Satan’s net.—The Review and Herald, February 1, 1906.

God’s Claims First—Though the companion of your choice
were in all other respects worthy (which he is not), yet he has not
accepted the truth for this time; he is an unbeliever, and you are
forbidden of heaven to unite yourself with him. You cannot, without
peril to your soul, disregard this divine injunction.... To connect with
an unbeliever is to place yourself on Satan’s ground. You grieve the
Spirit of God and forfeit His protection. Can you afford to have such
terrible odds against you in fighting the battle for everlasting life?

You may say: “But I have given my promise, and shall I now
retract it?” I answer: If you have made a promise contrary to the
Scriptures, by all means retract it without delay, and in humility
before God repent of the infatuation that led you to make so rash
a pledge. Far better take back such a promise, in the fear of God,
than keep it and thereby dishonor your Maker.—Testimonies for the
Church 5:364, 365.

The Lord has in His Word plainly instructed His people not to
unite themselves with those who have not His love and fear before
them. Such companions will seldom be satisfied with the love
and respect which are justly theirs. They will constantly seek to
gain from the God-fearing wife or husband some favor which shall
involve a disregard of the divine requirements. To a godly man, and
to the church with which he is connected, a worldly wife or a worldly
friend is as a spy in the camp, who will watch every opportunity to
betray the servant of Christ, and expose him to the enemy’s attacks.

Satan is constantly seeking to strengthen his power over the
people of God by inducing them to enter into alliance with the hosts
of darkness.—The Signs of the Times, October 6, 1881.


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_RH.February.1.1906
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_5T.364.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_5T.364.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_ST.October.6.1881

Chapter 2—Cautions and Counsels

A Child Bride [The age of this girl at the time of her marriage is
not known.]—Poor girl! She married when but a mere child, needing
her mother’s care. It was an unhappy event. She was a young child.
Her health was poor and her husband was severe and arbitrary. This
child was too young for a companion. He could not respect her as
such. She was but a child. He ruled her like a tyrant. Already they
are parted, she hating him most thoroughly and he without love for
her—Manuscript 4, 1873.

Long Engagements Not Wise—I am sorry that you have entan-
gled yourself in any courtship with Nellie A. In the first place, your
anxiety upon this question is premature. Sound judgment and dis-
cretion will bid you wait for one or two years. But for you to select
one to be in your mind and affections that length of time would not
be prudent for you or just to the one to whom you pay your address.

Premature Affections—I speak what I know in this matter, that
the very best course for you and for Nellie is to give this matter up
entirely, for no good can come of it. In continuing your attentions to
her, you will be unfitting yourself for your office duties and placing
obstructions in your way for a thorough education and for the habits
of body and mind to become settled. Even to bind your affections
prematurely is doing yourself and any young lady injustice....

I have been shown the evil of these early attachments, especially
when a young man is away from the home roof and must select his
companion without the discriminating eye of his mother. It is not
safe for you to trust to your own judgment. Early anxiety upon the
subject of courtship and marriage will divert your mind from your
work and studies, and will produce in you and the one whom you
flatter with your attentions a demoralizing influence. There will be
in you both a vain forwardness in manners, and infatuation will seize
you both, and you will be so completely blinded in regard to your
influence and example that you will, if you continue in the course
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you have entered upon, expose yourselves to criticism and demand
that censure should be passed upon your course.

This courtship and marriage is the most difficult to manage,
because the mind becomes so bewildered and enchanted that duty to
God and everything else becomes tame and uninteresting, and calm
and mature thought is the last thing to be exercised in this matter
of the gravest importance. Dear youth, I speak to you as one who
knows. Wait till you have some just knowledge of yourself and of
the world, of the bearing and character of young women, before you
let the subject of marriage possess your thoughts.

After the Honeymoon—I could cite you many who are now
mourning over their extreme folly and madness in their marriage,
when mourning will avail them nothing. They find themselves
exposed to temptations they never dreamed of; they find traits of
character in the object of their choice above which they cannot
elevate them, and therefore they accept the inevitable and come to
their level. Nellie A will never elevate you. She has not in her the
hidden powers which, developed, would make a woman of judgment
and ability to stand by your side, to help you in the battles of life. She
lacks force of character. She has not depth of thought and compass
of mind that will be a help to you. You see the surface and it is all
there is. In a little while, should you marry, the charm would be
broken. The novelty of the married life having ceased, you will see
things in their real light, and find out you have made a sad mistake.

Need of Mature Judgment—Maturity of judgment will give
you much better discernment and power of discrimination to know
the truth. Your character needs forming, your judgment needs
strength before you entertain the thought of marriage. You are
not now prepared to judge of another, and do not be betrayed into
committing a grievous indiscretion, if not crime, for which the bitter
regrets and tears of afterlife will bring no relief. The child, the
mere undisciplined immature schoolgirl, the Miss, dependent upon
the discretion of parents and guardians, has no reason to listen to
anything like courtship or marriage. She should decline all special
attentions which would have the least likelihood to lead to any such
results, and devote herself intently to making herself as perfect a
woman as possible, that her life may be useful, and learn a trade that
she will have employment and be independent.
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Intellectual Basis of True Love—Love is a sentiment so sacred
that but few know what it is. It is a term used but not understood.
The warm glow of impulse, the fascination of one young person
for another, i1s not love; it does not deserve the name. True love
has an intellectual basis, a deep, thorough knowledge of the object
loved. But this catching up with objects and bestowing on them the
thoughts and affections, is without reason, without judgment, and is
excessive, temporary, and sensual.

Remember that impulsive love is perfectly blind. It will as soon
be placed on unworthy objects as worthy. Command such love to
stand still and cool. Give place to genuine thought and deep, earnest
reflection. Is this object of your affection, in the scale of intelligence
and moral excellence, in deportment and cultivated manners, such
that you will feel a pride in presenting her to your father’s family,
to acknowledge her in all society as the object of your choice, one
whose society, conversational powers, and manners will interest and
satisfy your most grand expectations? Will Nellie fill this bill? I
answer decidedly, No, she will not.

Importance of Family Backgrounds—Let time teach you dis-
cretion, and what the genuine claims of love are, before it is allowed
to step one inch further. Ruin, fearful ruin, is before you in this
life and the next, if you pursue the course you have been following.
Look to the family history. Two families are to be brought into close
and sacred connection. Perfection in all these relations is not, of
course, to be expected, but you would make a most cruel move to
marry a girl whose ancestry and relatives would degrade and mortify
you, or tempt you to slight and ignore them.

Counsel From Parents and Close Friends—It is safe to make
haste slowly in these matters. Give yourself sufficient time for obser-
vation on every point, and then do not trust to your own judgment,
but let the mother who loves you, and your father, and confidential
friends, make critical observation of the one you feel inclined to
favor. Trust not to your own judgment, and marry no one whom you
feel will not be an honor to your father and mother, [but] one who has
intelligence and moral worth. The girl who gives over her affections
to a man, and invites his attention by her advances, hanging around
where she will be noticed of him unless he shall appear rude, is not

[22]
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the girl you want to associate with. Her conversation is cheap and
frequently without depth.

No Marriage Preferable to a Mismatch—Nellie A will not be
as much prepared by cultivated manners and useful knowledge to
marry at twenty-five as some girls would be at eighteen. But men
generally of your age have a very limited knowledge of character,
and no just idea of how foolish a man can make himself by fancying
a young girl who is not fit for him in any sense. It will be far better
not to marry at all than to be unfortunately married, but seek counsel
of God in all these things. Be so calm, so submissive to the will of
God, that you will not be in a fever of excitement and unqualified
for His service by your attachments.—Letter 59, 1880.

Need of Similar Temperaments—I learned that you thought of
marrying a sister named Anna Hale. This aroused me to hasten out
the things which I had seen. Your organization is not of that refined
order that you can make a woman of her fine, sensitive nature happy.
It is not at all in God’s order that such temperaments as hers and
yours should unite. You possess a large proportion of the animal.
You have strong animal passions which have not been controlled as
they should have been. The more noble, elevated powers of the mind
have been servant to the lower, or baser, passions. You have failed to
be sanctified through the truth which you profess, have failed to be
a partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust.

Anna Hale is not a person who can endure the roughs of life. She
1s a frail flower and would soon droop and die if exposed to storm
and neglect. You have not in your previous marriage understood the
wants of a woman. You have not appreciated her delicate organism.
You failed, greatly failed, with your first wife. She possessed a
powerful constitution which can scarcely be equaled for power of
endurance, but she presumed too much. Your anxiety to acquire led
you both to overtax yourselves and be swallowed up in the cares
of this life, and to neglect present happiness and comfort, looking
ahead to a time when you should have more of this world’s goods,
and then you could afford to look after the comforts of life.

You have made a sad mistake. The life of your wife was sac-
rificed. She might have lived. She ought to have lived. But you
knew so little of woman’s organism that you failed to have care, and
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neglected the preparation you should have made for her comfort. To
a very great degree you possess the temperament of your father.

When you seek a wife, go not among the delicate and refined,
where the intellectual predominates. Select you a wife among that
class more in accordance with your organization. You cannot make
a person of refined spiritual temperament happy.—Letter 21, 1868.

Faithfulness in the Parental Home—It is by faithfulness to
duty in the parental home that the young are to prepare themselves
for homes of their own. Let them here practice self-denial and
manifest kindness, courtesy, and Christian sympathy. Thus love
will be kept warm in the heart, and he who goes out from such a
household to stand at the head of a family of his own will know how
to promote the happiness of her whom he has chosen as a companion
for life. Marriage, instead of being the end of love, will be only its
beginning.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 176.

I beg of you, yes, I warn you in the name of my Master, do not
enter the marriage relation and take upon yourself the responsibilities
and obligation of the marriage vows until you are changed in heart
and life. When you can make your own home happy, be a blessing
to your father and mother, your brothers and sister, then you can

understand the duties involved in the marriage relation.—Manuscript
2, 1871.
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Chapter 3—Individuality

Individuality of the Wife—A woman that will submit to be ever
dictated to in the smallest matters of domestic life, who will yield up
her identity, will never be of much use or blessing in the world, and
will not answer the purpose of God in her existence. She is a mere
machine to be guided by another’s will and another’s mind. God has
given each one, men and women, an identity, an individuality, that
they must act in the fear of God for themselves.—Letter 25, 1885.

Separate Identity of Husband and Wife—I was shown that
although a couple were married, gave themselves to each other by
a most solemn vow in the sight of heaven and holy angels, and the
two were one, yet each had a separate identity which the marriage
covenant could not destroy. Although bound to one another, yet each
has an influence to exert in the world, and they should not be so
selfishly engrossed with each other as to shut themselves away from
society and bury their usefulness and influence.—Letter 9, 1864.

A Passive Wife—Let the wife decide that it is the husband’s
prerogative to have full control of her body, and to mold her mind to
suit his in every respect, to run in the same channel as his own, and
she yields her individuality; her identity is lost, merged in that of her
husband. She i1s a mere machine for his will to move and control, a
creature of his pleasure. He thinks for her, decides for her, and acts
for her. She dishonors God in occupying this passive position. She
has a responsibility before God, which it is her duty to preserve.

When the wife yields her body and mind to the control of her
husband, being passive to his will in all things, sacrificing her con-
science, her dignity, and even her identity, she loses the opportunity
of exerting that mighty influence for good which she should possess,
to elevate her husband.—The Review and Herald, September 26,
1899.

Love for Christ, Love for Each Other—Neither the husband
nor the wife should merge his or her individuality in that of the other.
Each has a personal relation to God. Of Him each is to ask, “What
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1s right?” “What is wrong?” “How may I best fulfill life’s purpose?”
Let the wealth of your affection flow forth to Him who gave His life
for you. Make Christ first and last and best in everything. As your
love for Him becomes deeper and stronger, your love for each other
will be purified and strengthened.

The spirit that Christ manifests toward us is the spirit that hus-
band and wife are to manifest toward each other. “As Christ also
hath loved us,” “walk in love.” “As the church is subject unto Christ,
so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
Himself for it.”

No Arbitrary Control—Neither the husband nor the wife
should attempt to exercise over the other an arbitrary control. Do
not try to compel each other to yield to your wishes. You cannot do
this and retain each other’s love. Be kind, patient and forbearing,
considerate and courteous. By the grace of God you can succeed in
making each other happy, as in your marriage vow you promised to
do.—The Review and Herald, December 10, 1908.

I was then shown his daughter-in-law. She is beloved of God, but
held in servile bondage, fearing, trembling, desponding, doubting,
and very nervous. This sister should not feel that she must yield
her will to a godless youth who has less years upon his head than
herself. She should remember that her marriage does not destroy
her individuality. God has claims upon her higher than any earthly
claim. Christ has bought her with His own blood. She is not her
own. She fails to put her entire trust in God, and submits to yield
her convictions, her conscience, to an overbearing, tyrannical man,
fired up by Satan whenever his satanic majesty can work effectually
through him to intimidate this trembling, shrinking soul. She has so
many times been thrown into agitation that her nervous system is
shattered, and she is merely a wreck.

Is it the will of the Lord that this sister should be in this state and
God be robbed of her service? No. Her marriage was a deception of
the devil. Yet now she should make the best of it, treat her husband
with tenderness, and make him as happy as she can without violating
her conscience; for if he remains in his rebellion, this world is all
the heaven he will have. But to deprive herself of the privilege of
meetings, to gratify an overbearing husband possessing the spirit of
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the dragon, 1s not according to God’s will. He wants this trembling
soul to flee to Him. He will be a covert to her. He will be like the
shadow of a great rock in a weary land. Only have faith, trust in
God and He will strengthen and bless. All three of her children are
susceptible to the influences of the truth and Spirit of God. Could
these children be as favorably situated as are many Sabbathkeeping
children, all would be converted and enlist in the army of the Lord.—
Testimonies for the Church 2:99, 100.

The Head of the House—Mary, ... I wish in all sisterly and
motherly kindness to kindly warn you upon another point. I have
often noticed before others a manner you have in speaking to John in
rather a dictating manner, the tone of your voice sounding impatient.
Mary, others notice this and have spoken of it to me. It hurts your
influence.

We women must remember that God has placed us subject to the
husband. He is the head, and our judgment and views and reasonings
must agree with his, if possible. If not, the preference in God’s Word
1s given to the husband where it is not a matter of conscience. We
must yield to the head.—Letter 5, 1861.

An Overbearing Husband—I have a few words to say in regard
to your marriage, not by revelation but permission. Yes, I feel
compelled by the Spirit of the Lord to say to you [that] I have had
less confidence in your integrity since your marriage than I have
had heretofore. My heart was greatly burdened. I knew you were
not qualified to make a proper husband for Sister Drake. If you had
permitted her to lay her case before us, we could have advised her
according to the light God has given us of your case. You knew
this, therefore you were unwilling to have us consulted. Brother R,
I believe that your motives in this marriage were purely selfish. 1
do not believe you had a thought of the good of Sister Drake or the
glory of God. You urged yourself upon her without consulting those
who knew you best. You hurried this matter off with your own hasty
spirit that you have ever possessed.

Stewardship of Means— Your course since your marriage, in
taking possession of and controlling the means of her [whom] you
had made your wife, shows your motives to be wrong. All these
things are against you and show on your part very deep selfishness
and a dictatorial spirit which God would not have her submit to. Her
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marriage does not make null and void her stewardship. It does not
destroy her identity. Her individuality should be preserved if she
would glorify God with her body and spirit, which are His. Her
individuality cannot be submerged in you. She has duties she owes
to God which you have no right to interfere with. God has claims
upon her which you cannot meet. In the providence of God she has
become His steward, and this she should refuse to yield to you or
any other one.

You have not wisdom more exact and perfect than hers which
should lead her to give to you the stewardship of her means. She
has developed a far better character than yourself, and has a better
balanced mind than yourself. She can manage this means in her
hands more wisely, more judiciously, and more to the glory of God
than yourself. You are a man of extremes. You move by impulse and
are most of the time more directly under the control of evil angels
than the angels of God.—Letter 4, 1870.

Improper Motives—I need not tell you I deeply regret your
marriage. You are not the man that can make your wife happy. You
love yourself too well to be kind, attentive, patient, affectionate,
and sympathizing. How tenderly you should now treat her whom
you have married. How carefully you should study to make her not
regret that she has united her destiny with yours. God looks upon
the course you have pursued in this matter, and you will be without
excuse for the course you have taken. God reads your motives. You
now have an opportunity to exhibit your true self, to demonstrate
whether you were actuated by true love or deep, selfish interest in
your marriage. You married, I have no doubt, thinking you would
come in possession of property and have the handling of it as you
pleased.

Importance of Love and Tenderness—You have no right to
dictate to your wife as you would a child. You have not earned a
valuable reputation of goodness that would require reverence. You
need, considering your failures in the past, to take a humble position
and divest yourself of a dignity you have not earned. You are too
weak a man to require submission to your will without an appeal.
You have a work to do to govern yourself....

You should never set yourself above your wife. She needs kind-
ness and love, which will be reflected back to you again. If you
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expect her to love you, you must earn this love by manifesting love
and tenderness in your words and actions for her. You have in your
keeping the happiness of your wife. Your course says to her, In order
for you to be happy, you must yield your will up fully to mine; you
must submit to do my pleasure. You have taken special delight in
exercising your authority because you thought you could do so. But
time will show that if you pursue the course your own temperament
would lead you to do, you will not inspire in the heart of your wife
love, but will wean her affections from you, and she will in the end
despise that authority, the power of which she has never felt before
in her married life. You are certainly making hard and bitter work
for yourself, and you will reap what you are sowing.

A Mother’s Responsibility to Her Child—I dare not do
otherwise than speak to you plainly. The case demands it. How
1s the marriage of Sister Drake to you improving her condition?
Not a whit; but your course is making her life a bitterness, her lot
almost unbearable. I knew how it would be as soon as I heard of
your marriage. She thought she was to have one to help her take
care of her boy, but you would tear the mother from her son, and
require her to yield her parental care and affection for her son to you
who have only your marriage to plead why this should be so. You
have done nothing to earn this great sacrifice. You have not pursued
a course to even gain her confidence. Yet you demand this great
sacrifice, the separation of the mother from her son. You may plead
that you understand the case, while we plead [that] you know but
little about it. Instead of your feeling it to be your duty to be patient
and affectionate, and judiciously manage the case of this her son,
you take a course that a heartless, unfeeling tyrant would pursue.

I would advise the mother to move in the fear of God and not
allow a comparative stranger to come in, claiming the title of hus-
band, and separate her child from her affection and care. God has
not released that mother from her responsibility because she has
married you. You do not possess true love. You are not acquainted
with the pure article. If you were, you would never have pursued the
course you have.—Letter 4, 1870.
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Chapter 4—Remarriage of Widows and Widowers

Prospective Marriage in Old Age—Dear Brother Hare: I will
say in regard to your first letter received in the mail before the
last, I have no special light upon this subject and cannot give you
information upon the point that interests you. I advise you to consult
with Wesley Hare and his wife, as they know the one you have in
mind and would be the proper counsellors. I know, as you say, that
you must be lonely in your old age, and if there is one whom you
could love, and who would reciprocate that love, I see no objection.
But as I do not know the lady you have in mind, I cannot speak as
could one who knows both parties.

One thing is certain: You know that He whom you have served
for many years will be to you a safe Counsellor. Rest your case with
Him who never makes a mistake. Our time now, both yours and
mine, is short, and we need to be ripening for the future immortal
life. Christ says, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions: if
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”
[John 14:1-3]. Let us rejoice in this, and take on just as few worries
as possible.

The Later Years a Time of Repose—The invitation to old and
young is, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your
souls” [Matthew 11:28-30]. Thank the Lord, with heart and soul and
voice, that there is a haven of rest, sweet rest. It is your privilege,
and it is my privilege, to accept the invitation, and rest. We want
now that our remnant of life should be as free as possible from every
perplexity and care, that we shall have repose in the life of Christ.
“My yoke,” He says, “is easy, and My burden is light.”
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The Lord will not disappoint any who put their trust in Him. He
will be first and last and best in everything to us. He will be a present
help in every time of need. In these last days of service we shall ...
be held, and led, and protected, by the power of Christ. May the
Lord bless and strengthen you, that your last days may be your best
days, fragrant with the softening, subduing influence of His love.
The Lord bless and keep you and give you repose in His love, is my
most earnest desire for you, my brother.—Letter 70, 1898.

Remarriage of S. N. Haskell—We received Brother Haskell’s
[Elder S. N. Haskell’s first wife died in 1894. This letter refers to his
second marriage, which took place in 1897, when he was 64 years
old.] letter the evening after the Sabbath. We were glad to hear from
you that your interests are united as one. May the Lord bless this
union, that you may be a strength and support to one another at all
times. May the peace of God rest upon you, is my sincere desire and
earnest prayer. “Go, stand and speak ... To the people all the words
of this life” [Acts 5:20].

I am pleased, Brother Haskell, that you have a helper [Mrs.
Haskell]. This is that which I have desired for some time. The work
in which we are engaged has made us one in Christ Jesus to diffuse
the knowledge of Jesus Christ. It is your privilege to have happiness
in your new relation to each other, in ministering the gospel to those
who are in darkness and error. We can sympathize and unite in the
grand work that you and I love, and which is the one great object
ever before us, the enlargement of the kingdom of Christ and the
celebration of His glory. In everything which relates to this we
are united in bonds of Christian fellowship, in companionship with
heavenly intelligences....

Because of the light given me, I am fully possessed with the
conviction that through your united agencies, as sanctified instru-
mentalities, light shall be reflected to the salvation of many souls
that are now in darkness and error. I know you have not lived unto
yourselves but unto Him whom you love and whom you serve and
worship.—Letter 74a, 1897.

Adyvice to J. N. Andrews—I advised you to marry before you
returned the last time to Europe for these reasons. First, you needed
a wife to care for you and [you] should not have taken your family to
Europe without a good companion to be a mother to your children,
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that these children might not in all things bear the stamp of your
mind and be molded according to your ideas. Your mind is not
equally balanced. You need another element brought into your
labors that you do not possess and that you do not understand is
really essential....

Your ideas have been erroneous to preserve your life as a wid-
ower, but on this point I will say no more. The influence of a noble
Christian woman of proper capabilities would have served to coun-
teract the tendencies of your mind. The ability of concentrativeness,
the intense light in which you view everything of a religious char-
acter connected with the cause and work of God, has brought upon
you depression of spirits, a weight of anxiety that has weakened
you physically and mentally. If you had been connected with one
who would have opposite feelings, who would have ability to turn
your thoughts away from gloomy subjects, who would not have
yielded her individuality, but have preserved her identity and had
a molding influence upon your mind, you would today have had
physical strength and power to resist disease.—Letter 9, 1883.

You remember I wrote you from Texas to obtain a wife before
you returned to Europe. Do you suppose I would have given you
such advice if I had had no light upon the matter? Be assured, no
such counsel would have been given you without good reason. I
was shown [that] you follow your own judgment and your own ideas
altogether too tenaciously. If you were more willing to be counseled
by those you should confide in, and trust less to your own feelings
and impressions, the result for yourself and for the cause of God
would be far better.

I was shown that you made a mistake in starting to Europe
without a companion. If you had, before starting, selected you a
godly woman who could have been a mother to your children, you
would have done a wise thing, and your usefulness would have been
tenfold to what it has been.—Letter 1, 1883.

A Son’s Interference [This letter was written July 28, 1902, to
the son of Elder George 1. Butler, former president of the General
Conference. Elder Butler’s wife died November 15, 1901, leaving
him a widower at the age of 68. As a result of his son’s influence,
Elder Butler did not marry the woman referred to in this letter. Five
years later, in 1907, he married someone else.]—I beg of you not to
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reproach your father. You should not feel as you do, for your father
has done nothing that God condemns. His condemnation exists only
in the minds of men. He has in no wise dishonored his children.
He is keeping the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment. The
Lord is opening the way before him, that he may do a great and good
work for His people. Christ is his Saviour, and in beholding Christ
he will be changed into His image.

Your father has been a kind, tender husband. For many years he
served faithfully her whom he has always loved. Death separated
him from the one who for so long has been his special charge. Then
his sister was taken from him, and his home was broken up. Is it
any wonder that under these circumstances he should, after your
mother’s death, become attached to a woman in whose conversion
to the truth he was instrumental? This woman is not young, but of
an age to be a help to him in his work. Should your father’s age have
stood as a barrier to his happiness? ...

Had your father married this lady, I believe that the Lord would
greatly have blessed them both. But I do not think, seeing that the
matter has been treated as it has, it will go any further. Those who
refused to sanction this union should remember that one day they
must meet the result of their action. But I must leave this matter
with those who have been acting a part in it.—Letter 117, 1902.

When Ages Widely Differ—Another cause of the deficiency
of the present generation in physical strength and moral worth, is,
men and women uniting in marriage whose ages widely differ. It
is frequently the case that old men choose to marry young wives.
By thus doing, the life of the husband has often been prolonged,
while the wife has had to feel the want of that vitality which she has
imparted to her aged husband. It has not been the duty of any woman
to sacrifice life and health, even if she did love one so much older
than herself, and felt willing on her part to make such a sacrifice. She
should have restrained her affections. She had considerations higher
than her own interest to consult. She should consider, if children
be born to them, what would be their condition? It is still worse for
young men to marry women considerably older than themselves.
The offspring of such unions in many cases, where ages widely
differ, have not well-balanced minds. They have been deficient
also in physical strength. In such families have frequently been
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manifested varied, peculiar, and often painful, traits of character.
They often die prematurely, and those who reach maturity, in many
cases, are deficient in physical and mental strength, and moral worth.

The father is seldom prepared, with his failing faculties, to prop-
erly bring up his young family.—Selected Messages 2:423, 424.

Need of Sound Judgment—Dear Sister: I have just received a
letter from Charles B, a student in the school at Lodi, California,
pleading with me to inquire of the Lord concerning his mother,
whom he says is thinking of marrying a young man many years
younger than herself.

I am surprised to hear that a mother forty-six years of age will
imperil her happiness, her welfare, and her influence by marrying a
young man of twenty. This is a strange matter, and reveals lack of
sound judgment. The Lord would have this sister consider carefully
the sure result of such a course of action.

In this matter, our sister must be under a strange influence—an
influence contrary to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As the mother
of three children, she should feel her accountability to God to move
discreetly in all respects, that she may hold her influence over her
children, and not pursue any course that they and many others would
regard as so questionable. She should realize that her duty to her
God and to her children demands the most serious consideration.

My sister, the Lord is not in this matter. Such a marriage would
bring strange results—results that would destroy the influence that
a mother should earnestly seek to maintain over her own children.
This influence I entreat of you to guard sacredly. God has solemnly
charged you, as the mother of your children, to bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. For you at this time to take a
youth of twenty as your husband would be strangely inconsistent
with your responsibilities as a mother of three sons now grown to
manhood.

In the night season I was talking with you concerning these
matters, and setting before you the inconsistency of the course under
contemplation. I advise you to exercise your ingenuity of mind in an
effort to help your children to understand the advantages of loving
the Word of God. Show your children that you are cooperating with
the Lord in an effort to save their souls.
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In the night season it was presented before me that if you should
take this strange step, the enemy of all righteousness would use this
as a means of ruining the respect that your children would otherwise
have for you, and would create in their hearts a feeling of contempt
for you because of your lack of good judgment. Satan is seeking to
destroy your influence in the home and in the church, and among
unbelievers as well.

In past years we have had opportunity to observe several mar-
riages of this sort, and the results have always been of a character to
create great misery in the family life.

Now, my sister, I appeal to you to act like a woman of superior
judgment. Do, I beseech of you, preserve every jot of your influence,
in order that you may use it to the glory of God in giving wise
counsel to your own children. You are held accountable before God
for the good influence you may now have the power of exerting. For
your own sake, and for the sake of your children, cut this matter
short.

In the night season I was saying, Give your children, as a true
mother, an example of living faith in God, and thus retain the respect
and confidence that otherwise you might forever lose.—Letter 26,
1910.
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Chapter 5—The Christian Spouse’s Behavior

No Thought of Divorce—If the wife is an unbeliever and an
opposer, the husband cannot, in view of the law of God, put her
away on this ground alone. In order to be in harmony with the law
of Jehovah, he must abide with her, unless she chooses of herself to
depart.—Letter 8, 1888.

A Christian Wife’s Obligations—I have some things to say to
you from the Lord.... The Lord has a work for you to do; it is not a
public work, but a very important one, a work in your own home, to
be true to your position as a wife and mother. No other can do this,
your work.

The Spirit and the Word of God agree. Remembering this, let
us read the words of inspiration from Jesus Christ through Paul
to Titus. He is charged to speak “the things which become sound
doctrine: that the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in
faith, in charity, in patience. The aged women likewise, that they be
in behavior as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to
much wine, teachers of good things: that they may teach the young
women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,
to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed” [Titus 2:1-5].

A Wife’s First Duty—Her Home—With this Scripture before
you, I ask, For what are you spending your time in Battle Creek?
Has God called you to neglect your home? No, no. My sister, the
Lord has shown me that you are mistaking your duty. Your husband
needs you; your children need their mother. You have stepped out
of the path where Jesus leads the way. He is saying to you, “Follow
Me,” and He will lead you in your own home duties, which are
now sadly neglected. The voice of the Lord has not bidden you to
separate your interests from that of your husband and children. Your
first duty is in the home. The Spirit of the Lord has not given you
a work, or qualified you to do a work, that is contrary to His own
Word....
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Counsel to a Mother—You have a great work, a sacred, holy
calling to exemplify the Christian graces as a faithful wife and
mother; to be lovable, patient, kind, yet firm, in your home life; to
learn right methods and acquire tact for the training of your own little
ones, that they may keep the way of the Lord. As a humble child
of God, learn in the school of Christ; seek constantly to improve
your powers to do the most perfect, thorough work at home, both by
precept and example.

In this work you will have the help of the Lord; but if you ignore
your duty as a wife and mother, and hold out your hands for the
Lord to put another class of work in them, be sure that He will
not contradict Himself; He points you to the duty you have to do
at home. If you have the idea that some work greater and holier
than this has been entrusted to you, you are under a deception. In
neglecting your husband and children for what you suppose to be
religious duties, either to attend meetings or to work for others, to
give Bible readings or to have messages for others, you are going
directly contrary to the words of inspiration in the instruction of Paul
to Titus. The religion of Christ never leads a wife and mother to do
as you have done.

You may now cultivate the home-making qualities with good
effect, for your children are of the age when they most need a mother.
The restless spirit naturally inclines to mischief; the active mind, if
left unoccupied with better things, will give heed to that which Satan
may suggest. The children need the watchful eye of the mother.
They need to be instructed, to be guided in safe paths, to be kept
from vice, to be won by kindness, and be confirmed in well doing,
by diligent training.

The Saviour discerns a value and dignity in every soul, because
of the image of God which it bears. He died that your children
might have the gift of eternal life. He looks upon them with divine
compassion. Their souls may be saved unto eternal life, and they are
just as precious as the souls of others. The Lord has not called you to
neglect your home and your husband and children. He never works
in this way, and He never will. You have before your own door a
little plot of ground to care for, and God will hold you responsible
for this work which He has left in your hands. Through earnest
prayer and study, you may become wise in your home, learning
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the different dispositions of your children and carefully noting their
behavior. You may have at home a little school, of which you shall
be the teacher. If you seek wisdom from the Lord to understand His
way, and to keep it, He will lead you, not away from your home, but
back to it.

Poverty No Sin—If you are one of those who are the light of the
world, that light is to shine in your home. Poverty has been your lot,
but this you could not help, and it was not sin. But your mind has
been of that cast which has led you to view everything in too intense
a light. Here you have lessons to learn at the feet of Jesus; you need
to trust more to Jesus, and be less anxious; you need to have genuine
faith in the promises of God. Yet you are to be a laborer together
with God, cultivating your mind, that you may bring to the education
and training of your children a restful spirit, a loving heart, that you
may imbue them with pure aspirations, [and] cultivate in them a love
for things honest and pure and holy.

God’s Care for Children—Never for a moment suppose that
God has given you a work that will necessitate a separation from
your precious little flock. Do not leave them to become demoralized
by improper associations and to harden their hearts against their
mother. This is letting your light shine in a wrong way altogether.
You are making it more difficult for your children to become what
God would have them and win heaven at last. God cares for them,
and so must you if you claim to be His child.

In time past you have erred in having too great an anxiety for
your children. Your trust has not been fully in God, and you have
indulged them more than was for their good. And now you leave
them to themselves. What sort of experience is this? Certainly it has
not God and truth for its source. You are offending God in claiming
to be led by Him and yet neglecting your duty to your children....

Rights of Husband and Children—When we give ourselves
unreservedly to the Lord, the simple, commonplace duties of home
life will be seen in their true importance, and we shall perform them
in accordance with the will of God. Oh, my sister, you may be bound
about with poverty, your lot in life may be humble, but Jesus does
not forsake you because of this, neither does He lead you to forsake
your family for this or for any other cause. God has made you a
trustee, a steward, in your home. Seek to educate yourself for this
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work, and He will be by your side to bless all your endeavors, that
by and by, when the reckoning time for the administration of your
trust shall come, He may say, “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant.”

Your husband has rights; your children have rights; and these
must not be ignored by you. Whether you have one talent or three or
five, God has given you your work. Parents are fearfully neglectful
of their home duties. They do not meet the Bible standard. But
to those who forsake their homes, their companions, and children,
God will not entrust the work of saving souls, for they have proved
unfaithful to their holy vows. They have proved unfaithful to sacred
responsibilities. God will not entrust to them eternal riches....

Letters have come from mothers, relating their trials at home and
asking my counsel. One of these cases will serve to represent many.
The husband and father is not a believer, and everything is made
hard for the mother in the training of her children. The husband is a
profane man, vulgar and abusive in his language to herself, and he
teaches the children to disregard her authority. When she is trying to
pray with them he will come in and make all the noise he can, and
break out into cursing God and heaping vile epithets upon the Bible.
She is so discouraged that life is a burden to her. What good can she
do? What benefit is it to her children for her to remain at home? She
has felt an earnest desire to do some work in the Lord’s vineyard,
and has thought that it might be best to leave her family, rather than
to remain while the husband and father is constantly teaching the
children to disrespect and disobey her.

In such cases my advice would be, Mothers, whatever trials you
may be called to endure through poverty, through wounds and bruises
of the soul, from the harsh, overbearing assumption of the husband
and father, do not leave your children; do not give them up to the
influence of a godless father. Your work is to counteract the work of
the father, who is apparently under the control of Satan.—Letter 28,
1890.

Counsel to the Wife of an Unbelieving Husband—We receive
many letters soliciting advice. One mother says her husband is an
unbeliever. She has children, but they are taught by the father to
disrespect the mother. She is deeply burdened for her children. She
does not know what course she can pursue. She then expresses her
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anxiety to do something in the cause of God, and inquires if I think
she has a duty to leave her family, if she is convinced she can do no
good to them.

I would answer: My sister, I cannot see how you could be clear
before the Lord and leave your husband and your children. I cannot
think you would feel that you could do this yourself. The trials
you may have may be of a very trying character. You may be
often pained to the heart because disrespect is shown you, but I
am sure that it must be your duty to care for your own children.
This is your field where you have your appointed work. It may be
rocky and discouraging soil to work, but you have a Companion
in all your efforts to do your duty unflinchingly, conscientiously,
notwithstanding all the discouraging circumstances. Jesus is your
helper. Jesus came into our world to save lost and perishing souls,
and you are to consider that in this work you are a laborer together
with God.

Home Trials for Jesus’ Ear Only—Do not shirk your respon-
sibilities. Be a daily home missionary. Not only teach your children
from their babyhood, but train them. Keep a steady, firm hold upon
your children. You must not only tell them what to do, but, to the
very best of your ability, make their surroundings favorable and sow
your precious seed in the love and spirit of Jesus. Because Satan
uses the father of your children to counteract your work, do not be
discouraged; do not give up the conflict. Do as you wish them to do.
Treat your husband with kindness at all times and on all occasions,
and bind your children to your heart with the cords of love. This is
your work; this is the burden you have to bear. Talk not your home
trials to anyone but Jesus; pour them into His ear.

Jesus “came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But
as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God” [John 1:11-13].

Value of a Christlike Life—Grace is not inherited. A very bad
father may have a godly son; a Christian father a profligate son. Let
mothers take up the burdens made doubly heavy for them by the
course of the head of the household. This makes your work plain, to
let your light shine in the household where Satan is at work to secure
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your children to himself. Shall he have them? Let the missionary
spirit rise to the emergency and say, “No, no; my children, although
they have a godless father, are the purchase of the blood of Christ. 1
am their mother. I will seek the Lord in faith, in humility, that He
will not only save my children, but [also] their father, to repentance.”
Talk not and plead not for the sympathy of your husband and your
children, but simply live the life of Christ. In words, in spirit, in
character, in meekness, in patience and forbearance, in cheerfulness,
be a signpost pointing out the way, the path that leads heavenward.

Be a witness for Christ. Exemplify the strength of the Christian’s
hope, which is cast into that within the veil. Reveal that the anchor
holds you under all circumstances. Let your home be made pleasant
and cheerful. Jesus—you must rely on Jesus every moment. Draw
your strength from Jesus. He will give you that which you ask in
sincerity. If you seek Him with your whole heart, He will be found
of you.

Home Missionary Work by Mother—God does not call moth-
ers away from home missionary work which will leave their children
under the control of influences that are demoralizing and ruinous to
the soul. Are not her children in need of missionary labor? Are not
her children worth earnest and prayerful effort? Shall she neglect
home missionary work for a larger field? Let her try her skill in
her own home—take up her appointed, God-given work. If she has
utterly failed, it is because she has not had faith or may not have
presented the truth and lived the truth as it is in Jesus. Let her, after
years of apparent failure, try again other methods, seeking counsel
of God. Present His promises on your knees before Him. “If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in
faith, nothing wavering” [James 1:5, 6].

Cheerfulness Better Than Complaining—Have you felt your
lot was hard, and complained and murmured? Then as you received
no help in this line, begin another course of action. Speak kindly;
be cheerful. Because you have Jesus as your helper, break forth in
songs of praise. When tempted, when reviled, revile not again; and
labor with your children while there is one out of Christ. Sow the
seed, the living seed, deep into the soil of the heart. Let your words
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be wisely chosen. Consider yourself as God’s appointed missionary,
to be the light of your home.

Again I say, It is not like the works of God to call the mother
away from her husband and from her children to engage in what she
considers higher work. Take right hold of the duties lying directly
in your path.

Post of Duty at Home—I am pained when I receive letters from
mothers who have children inquiring, “Shall I leave my children to
do missionary work?”” In the fear and love of God I say, Become a
home missionary. Educate yourself in Bible ways and means, that
you may be a successful worker in your own home, for, you see,
they need to be saved, for they are sinners. Do not forsake your post
of duty because of the unpleasantness of it. There are many living
martyrs today who suffer in silence, who trust in God when they
are abused with the tongue and who are tantalized, who are hurt
and wounded by coarse, harsh denunciations, whose lot seems to
be to live and to suffer, receiving comfort only from Jesus who is
the Source of their strength. Such souls are missionaries. They are
Christ’s noble ones, and their names are written in the Lamb’s Book
of Life.

Remember, Jesus knows it all—every sorrow, every grief; He
will not leave you to sink, for His arms are beneath you. You may
be an enlightenment to a whole neighborhood if you are indeed
patient, kind, forbearing. In this, my sister, consider your questions
answered.—Manuscript 9, 1868.

Secure in God’s Promises—It is essential for you to put your
trust in God. I am sorry that in the place where you live you have so
little encouragement in religious lines. There are many who will give
you words of sympathy, but they do not bring comfort to the longing,
hungry soul, which is bruised and wounded and which needs the
healing balm. Never forget that your Saviour lives and reigns. Your
grasp on the divine promises must be strong. Human teachers in
Christian faith are few.

You may have felt almost discouraged, and may have yielded to
the temptation to neglect your religious duties, to shun the cross-bear-
ing life of a Christian; you may have consented to be governed by
worldly principles and sentiments; you may have neglected prayer,
neglected to confess Christ. If you have done this, do so no more.
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Remember the words of Christ, “Ye are My witnesses.” Your light
may have been flickering, but, thank God, it is not too late, even
now, to acknowledge the claims the Lord has upon you.

Trust in the Merits of Christ—You are the property of Jesus
Christ. He has purchased you at an infinite cost to Himself. His you
are by creation and by redemption. Although to you your hope of
heaven may be at times uncertain, yet you know in whom to trust.
Your hope of heaven is found alone in the merits of Jesus Christ.
You may now gain a living experience in the things of God. Looking
unto Jesus by faith, trusting in His merits, doubts of His love will
vanish as dew before the morning sun.

Steadfast in Surrender to Christ—Let your surrender to God
be full and complete; wait not one day or hour. Make the most now
of your probationary time, be it longer or shorter. Just as soon as
you cast yourself unreservedly upon Jesus Christ, He accepts you.
Do not in any way conceal the fact that you have chosen truth and
all the inconveniences that this choice will involve....

Never, under any circumstances, even in appearance, consent to
leave the path cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in. Be
steadfast, immovable to Christian obligations and to your God....

Sabbathkeeping With the Angels—I urge upon you to fulfill
your Christian obligations to God. If there is no one within a hundred
miles of you who observes the Sabbath, the whole universe of heaven
1s in sympathy with you. Christ your Saviour and the heavenly angels
are round about you. If you will call upon God in every time of need,
He will be your helper. Practice the truth in your home. “Ye are My
witnesses, saith the Lord.”

The Witness of a Christian Mother—But I am not able to
write you more. If you love the father of your children, live the life
of a Christian at all times and under all circumstances. If you had
done this, God would have worked in your behalf. But when you
please yourself, and displease your heavenly Father, how can the
Lord work in your behalf?

May the Lord help you, my poor, dear, tempted one, to choose
the right way just now. May He help you to give your husband and
children a testimony that you are a Christian in practice, that you
love God, that you love Jesus, who gave His life for you. And as your
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day is, so shall your strength be. [See Deuteronomy 33:25.]—Letter
76, 1896.

The Winning of a Non-Christian Companion—My sister, our
Saviour is a present help in every time of need. Do not distrust
Him. Do not take your troubles to human beings; take them to the
Lord. You may think that others should sympathize with you in your
downcast feelings, but you will sometimes be disappointed. Jesus
never disappoints one who comes to Him for help.

Are you one that makes mistakes? Go to Jesus, and ask Him
to forgive you, and then believe that He does. “If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” [1 John 1:9]. Ask the Lord to pardon your
errors, then rejoice in Him. It will not help you in the least to keep
mourning over your defects. Say, “Lord, I cast my helpless soul
on Thee, and Thee alone. I will not worry, because Thou hast said,
‘Ask, and ye shall receive.”” Believe that you do receive. Believe
that your Saviour is full of compassion, full of tender pity and love.
Let not little mishaps trouble you. Small mistakes may be ordered
by the Lord to save you from making larger mistakes.

No Argument With Satan—Act your part in helping yourself,
as all must do who would be blessed. Believe that Christ helps you.
Refuse to speak a word of unbelief. When the enemy tells you that
the Lord has forsaken you, tell him that you know He has not, for He
declares, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Jesus says, “Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out
[John 6:37]. Then, my sister, dismiss the enemy. Tell him that
you will not dishonor God by doubting His mercy, His goodness,
His love. Never argue with Satan, for he has wonderful powers
of deception. If, when he went to Adam and Eve, they had kept
repeating the words of God, saying “He hath said, and I believe His
word, I will not distrust Him,” they would not have been overcome.

Singing Better Than Bemoaning—Instead of bemoaning your
weakness and talking unbelief and feeling that you are hardly used,
begin to sing. Talk of the mercy and love of God. To all who labor
and are heavy laden Christ gives the invitation, “Come unto Me,
... and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of
Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light” [Matthew
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11:28-30]. This is the lesson that Christ desires you to learn, and in
learning it you will find rest.

Gentle Words—When discouraging words are spoken to you,
do not reply unless you can return a pleasant answer. When you are
tried and tempted by unkind words, do not retaliate. Say to yourself,
“I will not disappoint my Saviour.” Every man who is a Christian is
a gentleman; and every woman who is a Christian is a gentlewoman.
The law of kindness is ever on the lips of the Christian woman. She
utters no hasty words. To speak gentle words when you feel irritated
will bring sunshine into your heart, and will make your path more
smooth. A school girl, in answer to a question, said, “Meek people
are those who give soft answers to rough questions.” Christ says,
“Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth.” They will be
fit subjects for the kingdom of heaven, because they are willing to
be taught.

You say that your husband is not yet converted to the truth. Show
him in your life the advantage of taking Christ at His word. By
patience, forbearance, and kindness you may win your husband to
the Saviour.

Life Not a Romance but a Reality—In the power of God’s
grace you may obtain most precious victories. You are not to treat
your life as a romance, but as a reality. You are to be a laborer
together with God in forming a character that He can approve. “Work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Does the charge
end there? No, no, thank God! “For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of His good pleasure” [Philippians 2:12, 13].

You are to be a co-worker with Him in the saving of your soul.
You are to will to do the will of God. Then do not spend your time
and strength in murmuring, in talking unbelief and finding fault
with God. Encourage confidence in Him. Speak kindly of Him.
Honor Him who “so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” [John 3:16].

Discharge of Home Duties—Be sure to perform your smallest
duties in the fear and love of God, with faithfulness and cheerfulness.
God declares, “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful
also in much” [Luke 16:10]. Faithfully discharge your home duties,
and then leave yourself with God, saying, “I commit the keeping of
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my soul to Him. I will not take the ordering of my life out of His
hands. I will leave myself in His keeping.”

Study the life that Christ lived while on this earth. He did not
disregard the simplest, smallest duty that fell to Him. Perfection
marked all that He did. Look to Jesus for help, and this will enable
you to perform your daily duties with the grace and dignity of one
who is seeking for a crown of immortal life....

All that God expects of you and all other Christians is that you
live out your profession. Show that Christ’s word is true, that He
can keep human beings from sin. Conform your life to His pure,
beautiful, holy life. Obey His commandments. This will bring you
practical godliness.

Only One Life—Do not dwell upon the hardships of the Chris-
tian life. Do not talk of your trials, for if you do, you will become
more and more inclined to complain of God. Talk of the love of
Christ, bringing it into your heart and life. Be thankful that the Lord
has spared you, that you have not been cut off without having gained
a preparation for entrance into the heavenly kingdom, where there
1s no sin, no sorrow. You have only one life in which to perfect a
Christian character. If you reveal the grace of God in your character,
if the law of kindness is ever on your lips, if you constantly thank
the Lord for His goodness to you, you are preparing to praise Him
in the home above.—Letter 72, 1903.

The Husband’s Wishes Regarding Food—The day we visited
you we appreciated much the bountiful repast prepared for us. But
you need to study how to prepare nutritious food in the most simple
way. Your husband’s wishes regarding the preparation of food should
be respected, and still you may study to prepare appetizing dishes
in as simple and healthful a way as possible, so that the fine nerves
of the brain will not become weakened and paralyzed, making you
excitable, nervous, and easily provoked....

My dear sister, you stand in a responsible position in your home.
Hold the reins of government with a wise, even hand. Do not allow
the members of your family to lose their love and respect for you.
Bind them to your heart with the silken cords of love. This you can
do if you live close to Jesus. By beholding Him you will be changed
into His image, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust. God loves you; He loves your husband, and He is
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seeking to draw him to Himself. He desires to take his attention off
mere earthly enterprises, and fix them on the eternal riches.—Letter
145, 1900.
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Section 3—A Mutilated Spouse

[When he was still a young man Walter C carried out the action
that he felt was suggested in Matthew 19:12, and made himself a eu-
nuch. According to Walter, Laura married him with full knowledge
of his condition. However, she eventually divorced him and mar-
ried someone else. After her remarriage, Walter also married again.
The letters in this section reveal Ellen White’s earnest endeavor to
protect the sanctity of the marriage commitment even in the face of
extremely difficult circumstances. ]
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Chapter 6—Counsels to Walter and Laura

Binding Nature of the Marriage Vow—1January 9, 1888. I had
an interview with Brother C. His earnest solicitation prevailed upon
me to go with him to St. Helena and have an interview with his
wife....

January 11, 1888. I had a long talk with Sister C, showing her
that the marriage vow is binding and could not release its claims
upon any of the parties who entered into it, save from the cause of
adultery, the violation of the marriage bed. We had much profitable
talk upon this subject.—Manuscript 22, 1888.

Is an Oath Nothing?—June 8, 1888. 1 wish to present before
you [Laura] some few points. Why do you not regard facts as they
are? You two registered an oath that has been recorded upon the
record books of heaven by the recording angel, that you would love
one another until death does you part. Why do you not remember
this? Do you so lightly put aside your vows? Should you yield
to evil counsel your honor, your oath, your duty? If evil thoughts
have come in upon you, if you have had evil advice suggesting your
estrangement, is that a reason you should lightly cast aside your
oath? Is an oath nothing? Are your own whims everything?

You may say you do not love your husband. Is that a reason you
should not try to do so? Is this life so long and of such value to
you that you will choose to have your own way and set aside God’s
law? I see no possible grounds for you to obtain a divorce. If your
husband deceived you, even so, there is your oath. If he told you, as
he says he did do, and denies that he deceived you, then you married
him, how can you obtain a divorce? I wish you would pursue a
course in accordance with the advice I gave you, for I cannot give
you any other counsel.

Imperfection No Reason for Dissolving a Marriage—My
heart is sick when I see the loose way that the marriage vows are
held. We are nearing the judgment. I ask you to consider carefully,
candidly, your position. There is, perhaps, upon more thorough ac-
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quaintance, a dislike of your husband’s ways and manners. Will not
many people find the same, after the marriage novelty has passed?
But when you made your vow before God and holy angels, you
knew you were not perfect and your husband was not perfect; but
this is no excuse for breaking your marriage vow. There is a need of
training your mind and heart that you shall bear with one another, to
be kind to one another, and not to allow distrust and hatred to come
in.

Resurrection of Dead Love—I love you, my sister, and I do not
want you to take a course to ruin your own happiness and that of your
husband. Those who have come in to teach you to do this had better
be searching their own hearts. When you bring your will more to
your aid, and conscientiously move in the fear of God, then the love
you now suppose to be dead will be found to have a resurrection,
unless you play upon each other’s evil nature and stir up the worst
qualities of the human heart. The fountain of love will increase day
by day and in time will exclude all bitterness and disappointments.

You know you have kindly feelings toward your husband, for
he is your husband and he loves you with all his heart. Your love
would be precious to him, a light, an inspiration to his life. Your
husband will appreciate your love; he will value it, and it will have a
modifying, elevating influence upon his life. You may have fancies
and ideas and whims that you may not at once surrender, and your
husband may have to bear humbly and patiently with you. But you
have noble traits of character that, if not disregarded and abused,
will come to your help.

Need of Forbearance—Now, I tell you that you cannot break
your marriage vow and be guiltless before God. Unite your interest
with your husband. Love him and bear with him and work with
him. Bid the evil advisers depart. The case is between you and your
husband and your God. It is a pride of heart that shuts your eyes
that you cannot and do not discover the justice and righteousness
in the case of fidelity to your husband. Adhere faithfully to your
marriage vows because you are upright of heart, and will you regret
this keeping of your vows when you shall be clothed in the garments
of Christ’s righteousness?

Perfection Only in Christ—We have only a brief season here
upon the earth, a time when licentious practices under the marriage
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vow are ruining thousands and tens of thousands. While you have
some cross to lift, do not, I beg you for Christ’s sake, depart from
justice and righteousness. Let your lives be in sobriety, and bring
your will power into the matter, looking not for perfection in each
other, but looking unto Jesus who is the author and finisher of your
faith. Strive to run the Christian race with patience, keeping the
crown of life in view, seeking to have a knowledge of the will of
God, striving for precedence in His acquaintance and affections.

You will, I know, when convinced of the right way, act resolutely,
not as a child, but according to your convictions and not according
to your feelings. Give yourself to God without reserve, soul, body,
and spirit. Go to work in the cause of God, doing good, and the Lord
will bless you. Do not become self-centered. Think of someone’s
soul; think of the self-denying, self-sacrificing life of Jesus. Turn
your attention away from yourself to Jesus and His life and His
character.—Letter 57, 1888.

Acceptance of the Facts—August 29, 1888. I cannot see what
more can be done in this case, and I think that the only thing that you
[Walter C] can do is to give up your wife. If she is thus determined
not to live with you, both she and you would be most miserable to
attempt it. And as she has fully and determinedly set her stakes, you
can only shoulder your cross and show yourself a man....

I hope you will be a man. Lay aside this matter, go to your
labor, do your duty irrespective of everyone else on the earth, self-
forgetting, self-denying, self-sacrificing. In this will be your power.
Jesus our Redeemer comes to men and says, I love you; I want to
make you happy. He shows His hands and His feet and says, I have
suffered for your sake; I bear the shafts that are aimed at you; I will
carry your burdens; I will shelter you. Trust in My surety and you
shall have the great reward of life forevermore.

No Time for Self-pity—I say, put your trust in God. Your mind
has been perplexed and occupied with this matter regarding your
wife. Now in the name of Jesus lay this matter down; leave your
case with the Lord. Let your experience humble you. Christ is with
the weak and the tempted and forsaken, to give them His divine
sympathy and rest. You need rest of mind. Give up Laura and fasten
your affections on God. He will give you relief. Time is short; you
have no time to stop and pity yourself; go to work for the Master.
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Do your duty to the very best of your ability; do not give up to
discouragement; walk humbly with God; seek communion with God.
Do not let your disappointment make you self-centered, to think of
yourself, talk of yourself.... Live for God. Be kind, be courteous.
Let not this disappointment ruin you. Cast off your melancholy. God
will help you if you will be true to Him. Remember, the eye of God
1s upon you, searching the depths of your soul....

May the Lord help, strengthen, and bless you, to do your best.
Look away from earthly things, earthly idols, and worship the Lord
thy God, and serve Him with thy whole heart, and with thy whole
soul, and then you will be wholly devoted to the Lord.—Letter 40,
1888.

Disregard of Light—I hoped to meet you [Laura] and talk with
you. I greatly fear that you disregard the light which the Lord has
been pleased to give you through me. I know that the Lord has tender,
pitying love toward you, and I hope you will not under temptation
be led to pursue a course to separate your soul from God. There
are many who are ready to give advice and confuse the mind with
counsel, who have not God for their counselor; therefore all they
may say will only make a mixed case of one that is already very
trying.

My sister, your disposition and temperament are such that I
greatly fear for your soul. I fear that you will not choose for your
companions those who are discreet and wise and humble in heart,
who love God and who keep His commandments.

Satan’s Battle for the Soul—We read that Satan has come down
in great wrath, working with his deceiving power upon the hearts
and minds of all who listen to his suggestions. You know something
of the love of God; you know something of the peace of Christ; and
Satan is at work playing the game of life for your soul. Shall he be
victor? Will he gain his purpose? God forbid.

The Lord has been giving you light, but you have not walked in
it. Are you satisfied in pursuing the course which you are pursuing?
Your own way, your will, is not the best for you to follow. I am sure
that Satan is trying to secure you to himself. Shall he do 1t? Will
you choose to go your own way in the place of keeping the way of
the Lord? Will you place yourself upon the enemy’s ground?
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Avoid Even the Appearance of Evil—Abstain from even the
appearance of evil, is the exhortation of the inspired apostle. Have
you done this? With your temperament this is most difficult for you
to do while you are traveling from place to place canvassing. Do
you feel, my sister, that you are moving conscientiously? Are you
not having in your character a one-sided development? Are not traits
of character [which are] not the most desirable strengthening, which
will mar your future life? The sensational and emotional are more
fully developed than the intellectual. Everything, my sister, should
be avoided that would exaggerate this tendency into a predominating
power. You have motive power; let it be uncorrupted and wholly
devoted to God. God has bestowed upon you capabilities and powers
to be sanctified and exercised to His glory.

You have a history, and you are making history. The mind may
in this crisis of your life take a turn, a bias of grossness rather than
of refinement. The contaminating influences of the world may mold
your habits, your taste, your conversation, your deportment. You
are on the losing side. The precious moments, so solemn, fraught
with eternal results, may be wholly on Satan’s side of the question,
and may prove your ruin. I do not want it thus. I want you to be a
Christian, a child of God, an heir of heaven.

Importance of Parental Counsel—You have been giving the
complexion to your life. How stands your case as registered in
heaven’s record book? Above everything else seek for those things
which make for your peace. Place yourself under influences which
will not be deteriorating, destroying the fine sensibility of the soul.
Keep your soul unspotted from the world. Let not any familiarity
with young men put a blot on your life. You are in danger of giving
up Christ, of becoming reckless and unwilling to listen to wise
counsel. The counsel of parental affection is lost upon deaf ears.
Will you, my sister, think seriously whether you will receive advice
from the experienced? Will you be guided by your friends? Will the
parental counsel be unheeded? Will you take your case in your own
hands?

Retracing One’s Steps—I hope you will change your course of
action, for if the Lord has ever spoken by me, He now speaks to you
to retrace your steps. Your passions are strong; your principles are
endangered; and you will not consider and will not follow advice
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which you know to be good and the only clear, safe, consistent thing
for you to do. Will you resolve to do right, to be right, to heed the
counsel I have given you in the name of the Lord? God has given
you capabilities. Shall they be wasted at random? Unguided efforts
will go more often in the wrong direction than the right. Will you
let years of waywardness, disappointment, and shame pass, and you
make so many wrong impressions on minds by your course of action
that you can never have that influence which you might have had?

Your course of life has been of that character that all your good
1s evil spoken of. You become soured, unsanctified, and unholy. In
order to gain that which you think is liberty you pursue a course
which, if followed, will hold you in a bondage worse than slavery.
You must change your course of conduct and be guided by the
counsel of experience, and, through the wisdom of those whom the
Lord teaches, place your will on the side of the will of God.

Stain on the Soul—But if you are determined to listen to no
counsels but your own, and you will work out every problem for
yourself, then be sure you will reap that which you have sown. You
will miss the right way altogether or else, wounded, bruised, and
dwarfed in religious character, you will turn to the Lord, humbled,
penitent, and confessing your errors. You will become tired of
beating the air.

Are you sure that your course is right? I know you are not; but
pride has taken possession of your soul. You are too giddy or too
reckless to take counsel. Remember, every action and every course
of action has a twofold character, be it virtuous or demoralizing.
God is displeased with you. Can you afford to pursue the course you
are pursuing? A stain is being imprinted upon your soul.—Letter
47, 1889.

Like Clay in Jesus’ Hands—I beg of you, Laura, to go to God
for wisdom. The most difficult thing you will have to manage is your
own self. Your own daily trials, your emotions, and your peculiar
temperament, your inward promptings, these are difficult matters
for you to control, and these wayward inclinations bring you often
into bondage and darkness. Your only course is to give yourself
unreservedly into the hands of Jesus—all your experiences, all your
temptations, all your trials, all your impulses—and let the Lord mold
you as clay is molded in the hands of the potter. You are not your
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own, therefore the necessity of giving your unmanageable self into
the hands of One who is able to manage you; then rest, precious rest
and peace, will come to your soul. Lie passive in the hands of God.

Pictures in Heaven’s Record Books—Remember, your char-
acter is being daguerreotyped [photographed] by the great Master
Artist in the record books of heaven, as minutely as the face is re-
produced upon the polished plate of the artist. What do the books
of heaven say in your case? Are you conforming your character to
the Pattern, Jesus Christ? Are you washing your robes of character
and making them white in the blood of the Lamb? “Behold, I come
quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as
his work shall be”” [Revelation 22:12]....

Changing Before It Is Too Late—Laura, it is not now too late
for wrongs to be righted. It is not now too late to make your calling
and your election sure. You may now begin to work upon the plan of
addition. Add to your faith virtue, and knowledge, and temperance,
and patience, and every Christian grace. Everything else will perish
in the great day of conflagration, but the gold of holy character is
enduring. It knows no decay. It will stand the test of the fires of the
last day. My dear child, I wish you to remember that “God shall
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it
be good, or whether it be evil” [Ecclesiastes 12:14].

Truth is unfolding to those who walk in the light of the sun of
Christ’s righteousness. The truth sanctifies. We see vice prevailing
everywhere. It is pampered and glorified, while true goodness,
equity, justice, and purity are trampled underfoot. A large number
are sowing seeds of baleful influence around them. What are you
doing, Laura? Have you, since you decided to discard counsel, to
refuse advice, been growing into a firm, well-developed Christian,
or have you, in choosing your own way, found it brings unrest, cares,
and worries?

Life’s Most Crucial Choice—Why not listen to the advice of
your parents? Before you is the path that leads to certain ruin. Will
you turn while you can? Will you seek the Lord while Mercy’s sweet
voice is appealing to you, or will you still have your own way? The
Lord pities you. The Lord invites you. Will you come? Will you
return from your backslidings? May the Lord help you to choose to
be wholly the Lord’s.—Letter 51, 1889.
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One’s Own Counsel and Will—Dear Sister Laura: I thought I
would write you a few lines because I have interest in your soul, and
I am sure your feet have been dangerously long in the path that leads
to perdition. You have not been gaining any strength to overcome
every defect of character, but you have been pursuing a course that is
unchristian. Now, I know that had you followed the advice which I
gave you in the name of the Lord, you would today be far in advance
of what you now are spiritually. But all my advice was cast aside as
naught, and I felt that it was no use to seek to do you good because
my soul would be wounded and your soul unhelped, unless I should
coincide with your ideas in regard to your marriage with Walter. This
I shall never do because I know you are pursuing a course which is
not right, and which the Lord will not approve. If your course were
right, you would not have suffered as you have.

Your course since you left Walter has been such as has not raised
you in the estimation of anyone who has the love of God abiding
in the heart. You have ever loved to be in the society, and have
encouraged the attention, of young men. This you have done to your
own injury. Advice and counsel in this matter have not done you
any good, but created in you feelings of resentment. But will you
consider how the heavenly angels look upon the course you have
persistently pursued in having your own way, and your own will,
strong, defiant, determined?

Reflections in God’s Mirror—You have kept to your own ideas
irrespective of right or righteousness. Does it pay, Laura? Can you
afford to spend the few moments of probation in the kind of life you
have chosen? Certainly had you consented to live with Walter, you
would not have been any more unhappy than you have been. You
have set up your will, but is it God’s will? But I wish you to see
yourself as God sees you. You once loved God, but you have lost
your first love. You do not love God; you do not love holy things.
Your influence is not to others a savor of life unto life, but of death
unto death. In the place of growing in grace and the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, you are separating farther and
farther from the Lord.

Spiritual Coldness and Declension—If you were pursuing a
right course, you would not reveal this spiritual declension. The
Bible is not precious to you as it once was. You read it a little out of
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a sense of duty, but not because you wish to hear the voice of God
in His Word. You pray sometimes, but it is only a form. You do
not take all your troubles to God and plead with an humble heart to
know His ways and His will. We cannot sanction your course; w